


HOW THE FRENCH-SPEAKING PARTNER CAN
MAKE FRENCH PERTINENT FOR THE CHILD

Speaking French must be linked with something
important in the daily life of your child

Here are some practical ideas :

¢ From the moment of birth, speak to your child often, and
always in French. Use French that is both simple and
correct. Use natural adult language rather than “baby
talk~.

e Don’t translate what you say. To clarify your message,
use gestures, intonation, facial expressions. (If the child
only has to wait a few seconds to hear the English
version, he/she won’t be very motivated to listen and
understand the French language).

» Show by your words and actions that French is
important to you (television, music, conversations).

# Ask your extended family, those who also speak French,
to always address the child in French. You can
encourage some members of the family who speak
French to become “godparents=, and see if they can help
you supply the child with videos, cassettes, and books in
French.

e Try to hire French-speaking service people when you
need repairs or other work done in your home.

e Find French-speaking babysitters, and let them know
that French is an important priority in the family.

Make sure the child has friends who speak French.

Take the child out to participate in cultural activities in
French so that he/she hears the language spoken in
contexts other than at home, and understands that French
is a living language, useful in the world around him/her.

e Enroll your child in courses (sports or cultural) that are
taught in French.

For children, what counts is to know that French
has an important reason for being in their life now,
not that it will useful ‘some day~

HOW THE FRENCH-SPEAKING PARENT CAN
MAKE FRENCH INTERESTING FOR THE CHILD
It’s important for the child to associate
French with things that he/she likes.

Some practical ideas :

e Listen with real interest when your child speaks.

e Make yourself available.

e Read lots of stories, thymes. Encourage the comments
of your child as you read.

e Make sure your child has access to games, T.V.
programs, videos, and music in French. Talk with your
child about what he/she has watched or listened to.

e Give vour child a sense of personal history, of his/her
immediate family and grandparents. (Children love to
look at photos and hear stories about what you and their
grandparents did when they were young.)

e Play language games during car trips. (You have a
captive audience !) Simple word games such as “Guess
the next word in this sentence”, “Find the missing word
in this song” or “I spy". The car trip will go by faster
and be more fun for everyone.

e What is interesting vanies greatly from one child to the
next. Follow your child’s interests. (Your uime and your
sincere interest are more important than expensive toys
or outings).

The child needs to associate French with
her interests and what she enjoys.

HOW THE FRENCH-SPEAKING PARENT CAN
MAKE FRENCH FEEL SAFE FOR THE CHILD

The child needs to feel at ease with speaking French.

A few practical ideas :

¢ Make a habit to speak French with your child, even in
public in an English-speaking milieu. (The message vou
will convey i1s : “French is part of who we are, and we
can be proud of speaking it in public~.)

e (Create an atmosphere in which it feels normal to speak
French. Reach an understanding with vour spouse that
you, as the French-speaking parent, will always address
the child in French. It is important that both parents be
at ease with this decision. If the child feels that he is
making someone feel left-out, he/she will not feel at ease.

e [f you have not been speaking French with your child
since birth, begin gradually. Otherwise, your child may
feel insecure and wonder why such a sudden change has
been brought in. One way of introducing French
gradually is with a new activity, a game, Or an outing
that the child enjoys. Make a habit of saying certain
things in French that are part of daily life in your famuly

@ Really listen when your child speaks to you. Don’t
mterrupt in order to correct. Instead, really listen for
what the child is expressing. Then, respond to him/her
providing the correct expression. Do not ask the child to
repeat the correct word after you. (Some children will
do this spontaneously anyway.) |

e Avoid becoming the “language police” who call out
“SPEAK FRENCH?" from the other room throughout the
day. Instead, agree on a “secret signal~ that you can use
when a reminder is needed. Ex. you tug on your ear, you
gently hum a bit of a song.

For the child to be confident and proud of speaking
French, he/she must first feel accepted for who he/she is.




One of the greatest challenges facing

parents in a minority language situation is to
encourage the fluent speaking and
appreciation of French by their children

WHY DO CHILDREN LEARN A LANGUAGE IN
THE FIRST PLACE ?

e To ask for what they want, to get information, to say
what they need to say, or to get their needs met. It is
PERTINENT for the child to learn a language.

e To share their thoughts and ideas, reveal their interests,
tell their experiences, relate what they have learned, and
talk about what gives “spice” to their lives...It is

INTERESTING for a child to learn a language.

e To express their physical needs...(I'm hungry, I hurt) ; to
share their feelings (I love you, I’'m scared)...It gives a
child a sense of SAFETY to learn a language.

These three conditions (that speaking French be
pertinent, interesting, and contribute to their sense of
safety) must be present for the child to want to learn
and grow in French..

A study (Landry & Allard, 1987), conducted in areas of
Canada where francophones are in the minority, shows that
children become fully bilingual only if French is present in
the home, the school, and the community.

WHAT THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PARENT
CAN DO

e  Show your child (with your words and your actions) that it
is important for you that he/she be able so speak French.

e Let your partner, friends and relatives know that you are
comfortable with them speaking French to your child when
you are present, and that you consider it vital for them to
do so.

e Children love to teach you what they are learning. Let
your child know that you would also enjoy learning. If the
child can teach you even a few words in French, he/she
will feel very capable. He/She will be able to say to
himself/herself “I'm little and you’re big but I can teach
you something important that you didn’t know before".

e Hire French-speaking babysitters. Make it clear that you
expect them to communicate with your child in French.

e Enroll your child in activities where French is spoken.

e Create an environment which encourages French, by
bringing home books, videos, and music in French.

e Offer your support to your partner in his or her efforts.

e Keep the communication lines with your partner open by
expressing your feelings and that you need to feel a part of
the process of making your home a bilingual environment.

e The most important contribution that you as the English-
speaking parent can make is not primarily in speaking the
language. Your greatest role is in creating a positive
environment where your child feels that it is pertinent,
interesting and safe to speak French.




